
PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

United States Patent and Trademark 

Office 

(Box PCT) 

Crystal Plaza 2 

Wa<;hinaton DC 20231 

ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
25 August 1998 (25.08.98) 


International application No. 
PCT/JP97/04576 


Applicant's or agent's tile reference 
4670ACNT 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 December 1997 (12.12.97) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 

13 December 1996 (13.12.96) 


Applicant 

KAMADA, Tomihisa et al _ - — 



1 . The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

[*X"| in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

03 July 1998 (03.07.98) 

| | m a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election [x] was 

| | was not 

made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or. where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Sean Taylor 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



2200443 



V ' 

Copy for the designated Office (DO/i 

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To: 

YAMANO, Mutsuhiko 
Sumino-Fujisawa Room 701 
518, Fujisawa 
Fujisawa-shi 
Kanagawa 25.1-0052 
JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
29 June 1998 (29.06.98) 


Applicant's or agent s file reference 
4670ACNT 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP97/04576 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 December 1997 (12.12.97) 


1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
| [ the applicant the inventor [x] the agent Q the common representative 


Name and Address 

YAMANO, Mutsuhiko 

Room 109, Mezon-do-Sanku 

10-5, Honkugenuma 2-chome 

Fujisawa-shi 

Kanagawa 251 

Japan 


State of Nationality | State of Residence 


Telephone No. 
0466-28-6817 


Facsimile No. 
0466-28-8421 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
Q the person Q the name X the address Q the nationality Q the residence 


Name and Address 

YAMANO, Mutsuhiko 
Sumino-Fujisawa Room 701 
518, Fujisawa 
Fujisawa-shi 
Kanagawa 251-0052 
Japan 


State of Nationality | State of Residence 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 


4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
[x] the receiving Office 0 the designated Offices concerned 
| | the International Searching Authority Q the elected Offices concerned 
| J the International Preliminary Examining Authority \^\ other: 


The International Bureau of W1PO 
34. chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

K. Takeda 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Applicant's or agent 1 s file reference: 4670ACNT 
International application No.: PCT/ JP97/04576 
International filing date (day /month /year ) : 12.12*97 
Priority date ( day /month /year ) : 13.12.96 
International Classification: Int. CL* H04N17/00 
Applicant: Access Co., Ltd. 

Date of submission of the demand: 03.07.98 
Date of completion of this report: 20.01.99 

I. Basis of the report 

1. This report has been drawn on the basis of: 

International application documents as originally filed. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35 (2) with respect to 

novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement: 

1 . STATEMENT : 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-11 YES 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-11 YES 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1-11 YES 

2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (PCT rule 70.7): 

None of the documents cited in the international search 
report and the written opinion suggests the obtaining of IDs of 
programs that were viewed, by comparing the audience data with 
the TV program table data. 
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WRITTEN OPINION (PCT rule 66) 
from the International Preliminary Examination Authority 

Mailing date 06.10.98 

Applicant's or agent 1 s file reference: 4670ACNT 
International application No.: PCT/JP97/04576 
International filing date (day /month/year ) : 12.12.97 
Priority date ( day /month /year ) : 13.12.96 
International Classification: Int. CL^ H04N17/00 
Applicant: Access Co., Ltd- 

I. Basis of the written opinion 

1. This written opinion has been drawn on the basis of: 
the international application as originally filed. 

V. Reasoned statement under PCT rule 66.2(a) (ii) with respect to 
novelty , inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such opinion: 
1 . STATEMENT : 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-11 YES 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-11 NO 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1-11 YES 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS: 

Claims 1-11 lack inventive step in view of Document 1 
cited in the internal search report, WO, 95/12278, Al (A. C. 
Nielsen Company), May 4, 1995 (04.05.95) and Document 2, JP, 6- 
261318, A (Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation), Sep. 16, 
1994 (16.09.94). It was easily made to identify program IDs on 
a terminal side, because distribution of video programs is a 
general technical trend in the art as disclosed in Document 2. 

The ignoring of short-term views is well-known as taught 
in Document 3 cited in the internal search report, JP, 5-14215, 



1 
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION 

A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.)/ Jan. 22, 1993, 
(22. 01.93) , and the Internet is well-known as means for 
communication without need to raise any evidence. 
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WO 98/26608 
PCT/JP97/04576 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

18 June 1998 (18.06.98) 



To: 

YAMANO, Mutsuhiko 

Room 109, Mezon-do-Sanku 

10-5, Honkugenuma 2-chome 

Fujisawa-shi 

Kanagawa 251 

JAPON 




RECEIVED 


JUL. 0 1. 1998 


YAMANO 
ASSOCIATES . 







Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
4670ACNT 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/JP97/04576 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
12 December 1997 (12.12.97) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 

13 December 1996 (13.12.96) 


Applicant 

ACCESS CO., LTD. et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AU,BR,CA,CN,EP # JP # KR,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1(c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 
AP,EA,OA,SG 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application {Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
18 June 1998 (18-06.98) under No. WO 98/26608 



REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31{2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 








34, chemin des Colombettes 


J. Zahra 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 




2089970 
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Continuation of Form PCT/ldj^^ 

NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE COMMUNICATION OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 



WO 98/26608 
PCT/JP97/04576 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
18 June 1998(18.06.98) 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
4670ACNT 


International application No. 
PCT/JP97/04576 



The applicant is hereby notified that, at the time of establishment of this Notice, the time limit under Rule 46.1 for making 
amendments under Article 19 has not yet expired and the International Bureau had received neither such amendments nor a 
declaration that the applicant does not wish to make amendments. 
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PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
4670ACNT 


T?i idtutd ArTinw SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
HLK AC 1 1U1N Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/41 6) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP97/04576 


International filing date {day/month/year) Priority date (day/month/year) 
12 December 1997(12.12.1997) 13 December 1996(13.12.1996) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

H04N 17/00 ~< 

m 


Applicant S | r-n 

ACCESS CO., LTD. 5 o3 LJ 

rn % — 

PP — 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary ESfemining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. ° 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SI 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


El 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

03 July 1998 (03.07.1998) 


Date of completion of this report 

20 January 1999(20.01.1999) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 

Japanese Patent Office, 4-3 Kasumigaseki 3-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8915, Japan 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 

Telephone No. (81-3)3581 1101 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP97/04576 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[X] the international application as originally filed 

| | the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

| | the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 

| 1 the drawings: 

pages 

. pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



| 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



_, filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 1 the description, pages 

1 I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 

PCT/JP97/04576 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


or industrial applicability; 




1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-11 




YES 




Claims 






NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-11 




YES 




Claims 






NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-11 




YES 




Claims 






NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The idea of obtaining the ID of a watched program by comparing audience data with TV program table 
data is not suggested by any of the documents cited in either the ISR or the written opinion. 



Form PCT7 IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



» ff B A * » 



REC'D 


0 5 FEB 1999 


WIPO 


PCT 



(PCT 3 6^OfPCT^lj703 



£tiI£AXf±f^iSA 

(DWM^^ 4670ACNT 


I PEA/4 1 6) ^#BSf-5-^o 


PCT/ J P 9 7/0 4 5 7 6 


(B.fl.^) 12.12.97 


(J3.£.¥) 13.12.96 


IBft^S (IPC) I n t c 


:l a H04N17/00 







1 . 


H 




^mm^i¥f^^rzz(Dm^mm^m^^mnmwms7^ (pct36^) <om.^m^Hir^ 0 


2 . 










□ 














(p cT#iaij7o. 16^^ p crmmmmme o 7-§-#js) 










3 . 








I 








n 


□ 






m 


□ 






IV 


□ 






V 














VI 


□ 






vn 


□ 








□ 





0 3. 0 7. 9 8 


2 0. 0 1. 9 9 


0*S»i^fr ( I PE A/J P) 
100-8915 


»»/r«S U#PBO&5®*) ^ 5C 8 12 1 


«K#* 03-3581-1101 F^j& 3 5 4 1 



I^PCT/IPEA/4 0 9 (mm) (1 9 9 8^7^) 



H»£fcJIH#^ PCT/J P 9 7/0 4 5 7 6 



wOBK^«*lE«*(iTIEwtliiS*a}-X<Jv^-cf^filtSixfco (tele^ (PCT14^) w^!:S^< 

PCTJ&IIJ70. 16, 70. 17) 



0 WKi^ailRlfflKSSI 



» 



□ i*#<attlffl SB 

n*<z>ttn sb 



□ @® 

g*i® 
m® 



SB 



1, 



PCT l 9*<0«SfcS^*]ijE$ix*:t>0> 



fi- o #fgf <h fc « ffl * Ac (7) 



±iE<o»aii, TiscDai^r^^ tg-efc>5 0 



□ d^^^^/-'^(-^tti^rL/c p c T&MIJ23. i (b) fc^ o mmx^nm 

□ pct ^pij48. 3 (b) v > o m^^m<Dnm 

□ mm* sb 



i^PCT/IPEA/4 0 9 (Slfl) (1 9 9 8^7^) 



mmm#%- PCT/JP 9 7/0 4 5 7 6 



»f«tt, m&&xtemm±.<Dmm-*\mm^^^x<Dmm 1 2& (pct35^(2)) -j^i&saw, -tn^sft-tj* 



*r«tt (N) 



1-11 



ii^tt (is) tm<D^m 1-11 m 



m%z±.<Dmm^m& < i a) m&nmm 1-11 m 



2. XfoRXimm (PCTIIIJ70.7) 



KPCT/IPEA/40 9 (mvm) (1 9 9 8^7^) 



